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And I do recognize the emotional 

aspects of this case. I do recognize the 

policies of the juvenile justice system and 

considerations that should be shared and 

approached in any particular case and 

possibly the moral significance of any 

decision by the Court. 

But this Court none~heless must 

recognize the legislative mandate pertaining 

to this system and those mandates, they have 

been upheld by higher courts of this state. 

This Court sits as a trial court. This Court 

is obligated to follow the precedent of its 

superior courts. And having said that, 

though I do have some discretion in 

sentencing, not a lot in this matter, the 

options as I understand, and you can correct 

me if I'm wrong, Mr. Vickery, are 30 years or 

life. Is that your understanding? 

MR. VICKERY: It is our understanding 

that those are the statutory options open to 

the Court, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Well, I have 

considered everything that has been presented 

to me and it is the judgment of this Court 
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that as to each of these counts the defendant 

receive a sentence of 30 years. Those would 

be concurrent to one another not consecutive. 

Good luck to you. Thank you very much. 

MR. VICKERY: Your Honor, there's one 

additional matter. 

THE COURT: Yes, sir. 

MR. VICKERY: We would ask the Court for 

a bond pending appeal. 

THE COURT: All right. Because that 

sentence implicated is greater than 10 years 

that bond will have to be set by the 

appellate court, Mr. Vickery, so until then 

he'll have to remain in the custody of the 

State and the deputies will escort him. Do 

you have any further matters? 

MR. VICKERY: None, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Insofar as any 

motion about sentencing, I will entertain 

that at the appropriate time upon being 

filed. 

MR. VICKERY: Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Now, if everyone 

will please remain seated I want to give the 

jury after watching the sentencing the 
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