The University of Texas at Austin
School of Nursing

Doctoral Qualifying Examination
Policiesand Procedures

Prologue

According to the current catalog of the Graduate School of the University of Texas at Austin (2005-
2007), "Each student seeking the PhD must be admitted to candidacy on the recommendation of the
Graduate Studies Committee (GSC) in the major area” (p.31). The GSC specifies the coursework the
student must complete, the qualifying examinations he/she must pass, and the conditions under which
he/she may retake all or part of an examination.

|. Purpose of the Doctoral Qualifying Process (DQE)

The purpose of the DQE in Nursing is twofold: 1) to establish that the student has sufficient breadth of
knowledge in nursing and depth in a specific concentration area of nursing to be a scholar; and 2) to
determine that the student can formulate a reasonable research question and propose effective strategies
to answer the question.

Prior to initiating the DQE, it is expected that the student will have completed the core courses.
However, not all of the research practicums need be finished at that time.

II. Required Independent Study

The student mud register for a 3 credit hou indgpendent study (N394-DQE) with the appointed DQE
char dunngthe semester that the student intendsto take Part 11 of the Examination. If Part 11 isnot
completed within onesemester, the student will continueto register for N394 untl Part 11 is completed.
The student submits to the Graduae Student Affairs Office an Independent Sudy Form, signed by the
DQE chair. Theindependent study will be taken on a credit/no credit basis and will not counttoward the
student@ dodoral program of work.

I11. DQE Application Process and Chair/Committee Selection

At least one month prior to the preliminary meeting of the DQE committee, the student submits three
documents to the Graduate Student Affairs Office. These documents are:

1. A one-page abstract of the proposed PhD dissertation proposal or a general description of the
thrust of his/her doctoral work

2. A completed Program of Work for the Doctoral Degree Form that specifies course work
completed and currently in progress. The form is available from the Graduate Student
Affairs Office.

3. A completed Intent to Pursue the Doctoral Qualifying Process Form (attached to this
packet). On the form, the student will propose one Nursing GSC member to chair the DQE
and two Nursing GSC members as DQE committee members. Faculty members should be
selected whose scholarly work represents perspectives regarding: a) pertinent theories,
theoretical frameworks, or critical deconstruction of the literature in the area of the student's
doctoral specialty, b) pertinent research methodologies, and c) additional substantive issues
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and research findings that tap the student's broader knowledge in his/her particular area of
concentration.

Note: The DQE chair should also be the student's dissertation chair to assure continuity. The GSC chair
officially appoints the DQE committee for each student. Qualifications of committee members will be
judged in relationship to their scholarship and preparation to address the three perspectives listed above
(i.e., theory, methodology, and substantive issues).

V. DQE Content/Format/Administration/Evaluation

The DQE consists of two parts, a Preliminary Meeting to examine the student’s manuscript for
publication (Part 1) and a Scholarly Discourse Meeting to examine the student’s abbreviated
dissertation proposal (Part I1). Based on the student’s performance on both parts of the DQE, the DQE
Committee will determine whether the student has passed or failed the process. The DQE committee’s
decision must be unanimous and their recommendation concerning the student’s eligibility to apply for
candidacy is communicated to the GSC chair. This recommendation must be ratified by the GSC.

Part |: Preliminary Meeting. A preliminary meeting is held with the DQE committee and the student
to determine the activities to be completed and to specify the time frame in which these activities are to
be completed. More specifically, the objectives of this meeting are to:

1. Examine a published or publishable scholarly paper written by the student while in the
doctoral program and determine its appropriateness for submission to a specific peer-
reviewed journal.

2. Identify the scope of work needed for the student to develop an abbreviated proposal, which
may take the form of chapters of the dissertation or an NRSA proposal or equivalent (e.g.,
Hartford Foundation, etc.).

3. Evaluating the student’s program of study in the context of their proposed area of research.

Part 11: Scholarly Discour se M eeting. The primary purpose of this meeting is for the student to present
an abbreviated research proposal to the DQE committee and respond to questions regarding theory,
research methods, and focused area of study. The secondary purpose of the meeting is to examine
evidence that the student has submitted for publication the paper reviewed in the Preliminary Meeting.

Evaluation: Students are evaluated on their ability to articulate cogent responses to questions presented
by the DQE Committee. These responses must demonstrate the student’s ability to argue for and defend
their knowledge and to generate logical conclusions.

Similar criteria are used to evaluate both components of the DQE: Preliminary Meeting (Part I) and
Scholarly Discourse Meeting (Part II).

1. The student’s materials and responses to questions reflect a broad and in-depth knowledge of
theoretical perspectives relevant to the student's substantive area of research.

2. The student’s materials and responses to questions reflect knowledge of a variety of research
approaches that have been, or could be, used to expand the scientific knowledge base in the
student's substantive area of research.

3. The student’s materials and responses to questions reflect knowledge of the issues and
research findings related to social, political, economic, and cultural contexts of the student's
substantive area of research.
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V. DQE Committee Recommendationto GSC

Based on the DQE members’ expert judgments of the content areas and the student’s performance on
both components of the DQE, a unanimous recommendation is made to the GSC. The recommendation
will be one of the following: (1) pass, eligible to apply for admission to candidacy with no conditions;
(2) pass, eligible to apply for admission to candidacy despite specific conditions to be met; (3)
provisional pass, must meet conditions before being eligible to apply for candidacy; (4) failed exam,
eligible for re-examination within one year or less; or (5) failed re-examination, dismiss from the
graduate program.

Documentation of DQE Results: The DQE Committee’s unanimous decision about the DQE is
documented on the Results of the Doctoral Qualifying Process Form. The student is also informed of the
DQE Committee’s recommendation to the GSC and given a copy of the Results of the Doctoral
Qualifying Process Form. The Results form is submitted to the Chair of GSC.

The GSC chair is the individual who has been authorized by the GSC to act on the DQE Committee’s
recommendation and ratify the results of the DQE. After the GSC chair recommends that the student is
eligible to apply for admission to doctoral candidacy, the student can then make formal application to
the Office of Graduate Studies for admission to candidacy. The GSC chair reports DQE results to the
GSC, in executive session, at its next regularly scheduled meeting of the GSC.

Revised by L. Rew, G. Acton, A. Garcia, & E. Fowles, and approved by GSC May 8, 2007.
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The University of Texas at Austin
School of Nursing

DOCTORAL QUALIFYING EXAMINATION (DQE) TIMELINE

PART I: PRELIMINARY MEETING (PM)

1.

2.

Student discusses plans for DQE with advisor.

One month prior to the Preliminary Meeting, student submits 3 documents to Graduate Student
Affairs Office:

a. One page abstract or discussion of proposed dissertation proposal.

b. Completed Program of Work for the Doctoral Degree Form.

c. Completed Intent to Take DQE Form.

One week prior to the PM, student submits a manuscript to members of the DQE along with
guidelines from 2-3 journals where the manuscript could be published.

DQE Committee meets with the student to discuss program of work, manuscript, dissertation
plans, and to identify activities and timeframe for the Scholarly Discourse Meeting.

PART II: SCHOLARLY DISCOURSE MEETING (SDM)

5.

Student registers for independent study (N394-DQE) with appointed DQE chair.**

** To avoid paying late registration fees, students who plan to register for only N394-DQE during
the DQE (Part IT) semester, should complete # 2-5 above prior to the end of the Regular Access
Period for that semester. Students who are registering for other courses in the DQE semester can add
the N394-DQE during the Add/Drop Access Period for the DQE semester.

6.

10.

A minimum of 2 weeks prior to the SDM, the student submits the abbreviated proposal (chapters
of dissertation or NRSA) to the committee.

DQE Committee meets with the student to examine evidence of submission of the manuscript
and to discuss the abbreviated proposal for dissertation.

Results of the student’s performance throughout the DQE will be submitted to the GSC in the
form of a recommendation and a copy of the Results of Doctoral Qualifying Process form will be
given to the student by the DQE chair.

The student may apply for admission to candidacy after the GSC chair has completed the
documents.

In the instance that a student fails to meet the goals of the DQE, then a timeline for
accomplishing these activities will be established by the DQE Committee.

Revised by L. Rew, G. Acton, A. Garcia, & E. Fowles, and approved by GSC May 8, 2007.
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The University of Texas at Austin
School of Nursing

INTENT TO TAKE THE
DOCTORAL QUALIFYING EXAMINATION

Return this completed form to the Graduate Student Affairs Office (NUR 2.104N). A signed copy will be
returned to you.

NAME OF STUDENT UT EID DATE

1. Semester in which DQE will be initiated:

Fall Spring Year

2. Number of hours completed in doctoral program at beginning of DQE semester:

3. List the proposed committee members and briefly state why you selected them, or what role they will
be able to play in assisting you in your proposed area of research. (See Section III of the document
entitled, Doctoral Qualifying Process Policies and Procedures.)

A. Chairperson:

B. Member #1:

C. Member #2:

DQE/Dissertation Chair

Approved
Chair, Graduate Studies Committee Date Disapproved

Comments:

Please attach to this form an abstract of your proposed research or a general description of your research
area and proposed methods (do not exceed one page), and a copy of your Program of Work.
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The University of Texas at Austin
School of Nursing

RESULTS OF DOCTORAL QUALIFYING EXAMINATION

has completed the Doctoral Qualifying Process.

Student Name

The DQE Committee makes the following recommendation to the Graduate Studies Committee:

Pass, eligible to apply for admission to candidacy with no conditions.

Pass, eligible to apply for admission to candidacy despite the following conditions to be met.
Conditions:

Provisional pass, must meet the following conditions in order to be eligible to apply for
admission to candidacy. Conditions:

Fail, eligible for re-examination no later than

Failed re-examination, dismiss from program

DQE Committee Chair Date
DQE Committee Member Date
DQE Committee Member Date
GSC Chair Date

SUBMIT THISSIGNED FORM TO THE GRADUATE STUDENT AFFAIRS OFFICE
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