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— Thomas G. Palaima REGULAR CONTRIBUTOR
Educational grazing
on the Forty Acres

ife is full of the unexpected Just want to travel and how best to enjoy
L ask St. Paul. If you can’t reach ~ thejourney while helping others.
him, ask Mort Meyerson Meyerson. has deseribed in the
! In the Acts of the Apostles, we are business magazine Fast Company
tbld that Paul, ther:known as Saul of -how his own browsing, exploratory
us, had an education shaped his values as a hu-
.épiphany on the man being and gave him important
road to Damascus. - CEO talents. His Liberal Arts educa-
I had an epiphany, -+ tien; hefelt, prepared him to deal with
too, this ldst se- ;}ineVit ble change, to identify what
‘mester, in Gebau-" e
er Hall on the Uni- ° suécéssful corporatmn happy and to
Ver31ty of Texas at articulate — and answer — one es-
Austm campus It. was not as life- ~ sent1al life- guldmg qau stlon “To get
dltering as St. Paul’s, but-it affirmed i
for me where I think; meaning.is lo-
cated in our lives and what we should ™
Be doing during the crucial four years .
of college education: that preparesour:-.- ‘
children for thelr lives as adults and . fears' in students of all major and
dltlzens . “schools throughout the spring: se-. |-
- As commencement ceremonies mester. Iamthankful that whenIwent
wind down on the Forty Acres, 1 toBostonCollegeasthe ﬁrstperson_m
wonder what it means to announce My extended working-class family to
that a UT degree is really worth 80 tocollege, more attention was paid
$89,110 (American-Statesmar, May to what Meyerson thmks is impor-
13). This is the average 2001 salary of tant: thearts that make us, as citizens
more than 2,000 UT graduates going  of the most powerful and wealthiest
back to 1980. My own first reaction country in the history. of the world,
was that the fates had been cruel to . truly free and fully capable of under-
me. It was my misfortune to graduate  standing the world.around us, our
from Boston College in 1973.- So:my place in it and our respons1b111t1es to -
salary - still hasn’t reached the UT . itand to.all other human beings.
degr e-holder average, ThlS is where_ I share Meyerson’s healthy respect:
_hany comes. ‘1n Dol for money and financial security. But
we have both learned through hard
experience that the ability tobe happy
in thefade of life’s many cruelties and

Wyithour dean:in Gebauer Ha]l to talk disappointments depends on under-
- with Mort Meyerson, former head of  Standing. the message of the Book of

Rléctronic; Data Systems- and, ‘Perot

Systems-.., Meyersdn s one L1beral SOPhOCleS’ “Oedlpus Tyrannu' e
is going to mess with you. You had -

betterbe prepared myour heart .nund' A
‘and soul, because when it '
messes w1thyou your

tment that students in Liberal Arts felt
these days like second-class citizens.
He used a true Texan metaphor for his
owt edueational - ‘experience. -He
" grazed breadly in orderto find out as
.much as he could about hwnan life -

and, human’ nature He could not May your hands.aliays be b
e At May your feet always be swiff;

May you have a strong founda
When the winds of changes shi
, ; May your heart alivays be Joyft
SpE our current emphasi inan.  May your song always be sung,

ial ‘success has ereated Gt May you stay forever young. -

. Ner,lsuspect does Mort Meyerson
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