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1 his commencement speech at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin last May,
Steven Weinberg spoke controversially
about higher education in Texas. His most
controversial statement mentioned Long—
 horn football: “In’ the
" years- to- come, ‘When:
youtellpeoplethatyou

- graduated: from:- “the
Umvers1ty of" Texas at.

- ing,an Oklahorna graduate knows how to
motlvate troops_ and'he understands grou

-".keepmg u
.. ‘xies,: multlmﬂhon dollar stadia,. luxury
in sportsmanshlp implies 't : “skyboxes; -three. consecutive topfive re-
thletes test: themselves ainst § craiting. classes ~and »Texas-s1ze training

and that hotshot frosh [Cedric - Benson]

- should start” at ‘ruhning back. by the fifth
game. . . they appeat undlsClplmedt ‘me. I}
predictmy Sooners willrun roughshed over .
them.” = .

Westhusmg’s observatlons and -
plicit warning. have: proved uncannily:
curate, especially if we grasp what he.
by “undisciplined.”. The Latin word. disc
plina 1mphes learning:the core realmes of
any science or art. What does this mean in’
the western. “agomsnc” n'admon‘7

The Greek ideal was competltmn among
fairly matched “athletes” or “competitors - tur
forpnzes.”Theprmmpleoffalrcompetltlon 51 : ) - or
underlies weight classes in boxing and the .’ Simms, however néver had the chance to " con _' ;
hierarchy of minorleaguesinbaseball. Until _-develop against worthy competition. ™ & . ™
recently, it was reasonably well preserved .. . The" Longhorns, “according. - to _DeLossz' -How
by the scheme of divisions and conferences. Dodds are the Joneses ‘when. 1t"co'mes to .mar

- "is about:Jearning to say“I.won’ gracefu]l -

and “I lost” proudly. It:is not about scape-
‘goating a smgl student-athleté whose. pro--

> gram never gave him. and his teammates'a -

* chance-o:léarn about. themselv es through
falr competltlon. S

Palalma is chkson Centenmal Professor of CIas-
" :sics at the ‘University of Texas at Austin and a life-
o rong CIeveland lndlans and Cleveland Browns fan.
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