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mood in the United States was to
get government out of our. lives.
Terrorist slaughter of thousands of in-
nocentshas brought governmentmto our’

O n Sept. 10, the prevailing political -

havée not contem-
. plated :-since

.- Worild - War L
How do we' re-
spond as citizens?
-My . simple ‘an-
swer i§ that we
must stop being
idiots. This is not
easy. I know. I am an idiot.

Words take on different meanings-at'

different times. Originally, the Greek

word “idiotes” meant “aman whoattends .

to his own concerns.” The Athenian
leader Pericles, according to Thucydides,
used the term “idiotes” of citizens who
focused on their own affairs and were
ignorant of the important issues facing
the city of Athens.

' In this sense, many of us are 1d10ts We
have been lulled by our isolation, our
comforts and our unparalleled freedoms
into believing we can and should separate

how we lead our personal lives from what

“awafeness thafmilliong.of human
~in the Middle: East live' w1thout the
 lives in ways we .

the thing we call “the government” doe .'

I pray that our rude awakening to o
vulnerability ‘has "also’ ro

damental liberty-to be part of their
ernments, to ctiose’ ‘their leaders throu;

democratic elections-and.to control the
actions of their leaders !:_hrough free ex-

préssion of opinion.
From the 1840s into the 1950s, p011t1cal

leaders in- Great Britain and the United;, ot
_States were educated in the classicaltra-" ' brut
" dition and emulated the positive aspects-

of ancient Athenian democracy as de--

scribed in the funeral oration of Pericles. .
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Pericles was a combination of George 8. - indivit

Patton, Lyndon Baines Johnson:and - -
Ronald Reagan, a military genius, polm-
cal pragmatist and great communicator. -

He was nobody’s fool. He led Athenis
through an escalating cold war mto the_.' ‘he
first years of an all-out war with Sparta. - .

Periclean Athens stood for freely elected
representative: government, personal
liberty, high standards of education,
trend-setting in the arts and sciences, and
society-wide energy that reached out and
educated the rest of the civilized world.

Their citizen armyrose toevery occasion. -

.

Second; deep feelitigs of respect for the
civic process, our place in the world and
our responsibilities to otir fellow human
beings. Paul Woodruff in his new book
“Reverence” discusses how important it
is for individuals, their families, their
communities and thelr countries to re--
claun this lost v1rtue :

toidiots father than partlclpants inthe
decisions that affect millions of lives in
the United States and'the Middle East.

" Durihg the brutal war with Sparta that
cost Athens the lives of at least an entire

¢ generation of adultmale citizens, brought

deathito women and children though

¢ starvation and plague and caused -all
. Athenian families agonizing grief, Eu-

npldes produced at a major public festi-
val a xiiasterplece of anti- -war hterature

, thi’ng satlres of Athenian lead-
ers and their conduct of the war, and

actwely educatmg or corrupting the
youth of ‘Athens. Freedom of speech
medns the free expression of ideas.
Taketimetolearn. Read.Listen. Watch.
Surf. Talk. Write.
Don'’t be an idiot.
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