
DSEMC Program is Launched 

In Fall 2007, UT launched the De-
mand Side Energy Management and 
Conservation (DSEMC) program, 
which is designed to help create a cul-
ture of sustainable energy manage-
ment and conservation at UT. DSEMC 
seeks to help meet the needs of the 
campus community, while reducing 
consumption and rising energy and 
water costs for the University.  

To achieve these goals, DSEMC em-
ploys a twofold approach. Employees 
in Facilities Services are working on 
several renovation projects to reduce 
demand. Currently, they are conduct-
ing energy and water audits in build-
ings across campus, which will in-
form decisions on the installation of 
low-flow fixtures, and energy efficient 
lighting. Simultaneously, teams are 
working to change student, faculty, 
and staff behavior, encouraging less 
waste of resources. For example, 
about 10% of our energy use comes 
from computers, so remembering to 
turn your computer, monitor and 
speakers off when they are not in use 
can make a big impact! Learn more at: 
http://www.utexas.edu/utakecharge
/index.html 

Local Food Served in Cafeterias

The Division of Housing and Food 
Services (DHFS) is working to sup-
port the local economy and serve 
fresh, healthy, local food. Since the fall 
of 2006, DHFS has been purchasing 
food from the Sustainable Food Cen-
ter’s Farm Direct program. Every 
Wednesday the cafeterias feature 
Farm Direct food, and DHFS works to 
include other local foods as available. 

Associate Director, Scott Meyer initi-
ated the program as one way for 
DHFS to be more sustainable and re-
duce the carbon footprint of the food 
that travels to campus. The average 
American meal travels 1500 miles 
from where it was grown or produced 
to your plate. Through their Farm Di-
rect purchases, UT has cut some of 
that distance by 95%! Because of the 
decreased travel time, this food is 
healthier and tastes fantastic! During 
events like Campus Sustainability 
Day, DHFS chefs cook free samples of 
this delicious food to help spread the 
word. So far, they have served over 
12,500 pounds of local food! 

Campus Environmental Center 
(CEC) ReEnergize Texas Summit

The CEC, the largest student envi-
ronmental group on campus, is host-
ing the ReEnergize Texas Summit at 
UT Feb. 8-10.   They will provide a 
forum through which students from 
high schools and universities in Texas 
can come together to build a strong 
green movement within the 
state. CEC organizers expect the 
summit to draw between 300 and 500 
attendees.  Through training and 
workshops CEC members will offer 
students the opportunity to learn new 
skills, develop into energetic and ac-
tive leaders, and take these assets 
back to their own campuses and 
communities. By utilizing this new 
network of student leaders fighting 
for the same cause, we can launch our 
state, our country, and our world into 
a safe, clean, and healthy future with 
the use of renewable energy resources 
and a green economy. If you are inter-
ested in joining the ReEnergize Texas 
Summit Planning Team, serving as a 
volunteer at the Summit, or in attend-
ing the conference, contact Tabitha 
Spence: tspence@mail.utexas.edu. 
Visit the website at: 
www.climatechallengetexas.org 
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Sustainable Development: To meet the needs of the present without compromising 
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. (Defined in the Brundtland Report)

Sustainability Tip of the Month: Consider using the Park and Ride service to 
commute to UT. Ride free with your UT ID, and many busses have wireless access. 
Check out routes at http://www.utexas.edu/parking/transportation/park_n_ride/ 

Recycle Mania 

RecycleMania is a 10-
week contest between 
university recycling 
programs in the 
United States. From 
January 27 to April 5, 
UT will be measuring 
trash, bottles and 
cans, paper, and cor-
rugated cardboard 
collected from all fac-
ulty, staff and stu-
dents. Last year, UT 
won first place in the 
waste minimization 
effort without a lot of 
extra work. This year, 
we will be judged in 
the per capita, waste 
minimization, grand 
champion, and gorilla 
(highest tonnage) 
competitions, and we 
hope to win big! This 
is a great opportunity 
to work together to 
show the rest of the 
country our enthusi-
asm for recycling at 
UT. Encourage people 
around you to recy-
cle, and join the com-
petition! 
www.UTenvironment
.org/recycling/ 

Residence Hall 
MicroFridge

The Division of Hous-
ing and Food Services 
(DHFS) welcomed 
students to campus 
with new 
MicroFridge units in 
every residence hall 
room. These units in-
clude a refrigerator, 
freezer and micro-
wave in one, and re-
place the older refrig-
erators and micro-
waves. 

All together there are 
3,834 new Energy Star 
units, which will save 
a projected 494.6 
megawatts of electric-
ity in a year. With 
new Smart Plug tech-
nology, only one ap-
pliance is powered at 
a time. When the mi-
crowave is in use, the 
fridge temporarily 
shuts off to help save 
energy. 

President’s Task 
Force 
In 2007, President 
Powers created the 
Task Force on Sus-
tainability with ap-
proximately 20 mem-
bers representing col-
leges, academic units, 
administration, serv-
ices and the students 
across the campus. 
Dr. Pat Clubb, Vice 
President of Em-
ployee and Campus 
Services, and Sher-
burne Abbott, Direc-
tor of the Center for 
Science and Practice 
of Sustainability, are 
the Co-Chairs.

The Task Force aims 
to develop policies 
and programs to rein-
force UT’s commit-
ment to environ-
mental stewardship 
and sustainability. 
Members will look at 
long-term goals in 
addition to changes 
that can be made rela-
tively quickly. The 
Task Force is organiz-
ing several working 
groups to look at spe-
cific issues. They also 
will include members 
from across campus. 

Sustainability News 

This is the first issue  
of a monthly newslet-
ter on sustainability 
at UT. Many indi-
viduals and depart-
ments across campus 
are engaged in sus-
tainability initiatives, 
and our goal is to 
share this informa-
tion, creating a 
broader understand-
ing of sustainability 
at UT. The Sustain-
ability Nexus at 
UTexas, a forthcom-
ing website, will also 
serve to connect indi-
viduals working on 
sustainability.  If you 
would like your work 
to appear in the 
newsletter, or to sub-
mit comments, con-
tact Chelsea McMel-
len, Sustainability 
Coordinator, at 
chelsea.mcmellen@au
stin.utexas.edu To 
subscribe to this 
newsletter: one email  
a  month visit: 
www.utexas.edu/safe
ty/ehs/sustainability 

Up Coming Events 

January 25-26 
The McCombs School 
of Business hosts the 
2008 Sustainable 
Business Summit 
http://www.utsumm
it.com/ 

January 30, 7-8:00 pm
The 2% Solution! 
View the webcast in 
conjunction with Fo-
cus the Nation on so-
lutions to Global 
Warming. GEO 4.102. 

February 8, 12-1:30
UT Sustainability 
Network. Open to 
faculty, staff and stu-
dents. 3.116 TX Gov-
ernors Room, Union. 

February 8-10 
CEC hosts the ReEn-
ergize Texas Summit 
ww.climatechallenget
exas.org 

February 11, 12-1:00
Green Horns Faculty 
and Staff meeting 
ACES 2.404B 
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