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I. CourseDescription
This course in the Human Behavior and the Social Environment sequence, SW 381S, examines
the history, demographics and cultures of various disenfranchised groups over the life course. It
includes content on family and community diversity (including communication and relationship
patterns, roles, vaues, norms, beliefs, myths, rituals, and world views) within families, formed
groups, and communities. There is an emphasis on the impact of discrimination by individuas and
society on people of culturaly diverse backgrounds and orientations. This course is based the
following assumptions. 1) membership in adisenfranchised group (e.g., people of color, women,
gay and leshian persons) significantly influences an individud’s life experiences, world view, and
exposure to discrimination, economic deprivation, and oppression; and 2) professional social work
ethics and values demand cultural competence and culturally sensitive practice. The course
includes an experiential component and involves the students in the exploration of self-awareness
about their own culture and their views on other cultures.

Prerequisites: Thiscourseisa prerequisite for all courses but the first in the student's area of
concentration.

Il. Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course the students will be able to:

1. Demongtrate familiarity with the history and cultura heritage of disenfranchised groups,
including women and culturally diverse populations, particularly those prevaent in the
southwestern region of the United States;

2. ldentify variationsin development and functioning that arise from cultural processes, race and
ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, disability, socioeconomic status, and rural/urban
differences and associated evolving political, socia and cultural movements,

3. Explain how the interaction of cultural diversity and individual and family factors may result in
diverse developmental pathways throughout the life course;

4. Compare and contrast diverse social environments, physical settings, and community contexts
that support or inhibit individual development and family functioning;

5. Assesstheimpact of discrimination (e.g., racism, sexism, homophobia), economic deprivation,
and oppression on public policy, institutional structure, service delivery, and one sown rolein
promoting socia and economic justice;

6. Anayze and apply this knowledge to human development, persona and professiona behavior,
intervention strategies, and research and practice in amanner that empowers.
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I11. Teaching M ethods
A variety of teaching methods will be employed including lectures, video and panel presentations,
experiential assignments, small group discussion, interactive internet dialogue, and student
presentations.

IV.Required Textsand Materials
- McLemore, S. Dae, & Romo, Harriet D. (1998). Racial and ethnic relationsin America. 5th

Edition. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.

- Andersen, Margaret L. & Collins, Patricia Hill (2000). Race, class and gender, (4th ed.).
Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

- Course Supplement (Available at Speedway Copying in Dobie Mall (478-3334)

- Selected readings on reserve in LRC (Social Work building, 1st Floor)

V.Cour se Requirements
The following activities will be completed during the semester. Grading will be based on atotal of
100 possible percentage points accrued by the end of the course:

Taping Project
Part |: At the beginning of the semester, you are asked to conduct an interview-styleinitial
assessment of your own ideas and attitudes about diversity and oppression. An interview guideis
provided in the assignment section of this syllabus. Y ou are asked not to prepare in any way for
this assessment. Y ou will record your responses on a cassette tape. Y our interview should last a
minimum of 60 minutes. Y our tape is due during the second session of class (September 15).
Part 11: At the end of the semester you are asked to listen to the tape and to reflect on your
responsesin a5-7 pageessay. You will be given further instructions later in the semester
regarding completion of this part of the assignment. The purpose of this assignment is self-
reflection and not extensive discussion of the readings. Refer only to ideas, events, and readings
that were most significant to you in your analysis. The essay assignment is due December 8.

PERCENTAGE OF GRADE: 10/100
Ethnic Roots Paper
Each student will write a5-7 page paper that explores his/her ethnic roots and the assimilation
experiences of parents, grandparents, and/or other significant influential relatives in the student’s
life. Further specification of this assignment isincluded in the assignment section of the syllabus.
Due September 8.

PERCENTAGE OF GRADE: 10/100

Group Presentation

Students will be required to participate in agroup presentation on a particular population covered

in the course content. Details of this assignment are in the assignment section of this syllabus.

Presentations will be scheduled for October 27, November 10, and November 17.
PERCENTAGE OF GRADE: 25/100

Immersion Assignment - Choose 1:

a. Immersion " Shadow" Assignment
Students will "shadow" a person from a population different from their own for five different
events and write a paper about the experience and their learnings. Details are included in the
assignment section of this syllabus. Due December 1.

PERCENTAGE OF GRADE: 25/100
5. Immersion " Facilitator" Assignment
Students who choose the facilitator optionswill participate in facilitator training (October 18, 5-9
p.m.), facilitate a group of eighth grade students as part of an all-day Prejudice Awareness Summit
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(either Nov. 1 or Nov. 2), and write a paper about their experience and learnings. Paper due
December 1.

Reaction Papers
Students will write weekly papers based on the course readings. Details are in the assignment
section of this syllabus. Due weekly.

PERCENTAGE OF GRADE: 30/100

Class/Group Participation

Students are expected to attend all classes, participate meaningfully in class discussion and
exercises, and call upon life experiences and course readings for contributions. Students may be
asked to complete class participation forms before the end of selected class sessions.

There isno grade for class participation and processing of material; however students who miss
more than one class without a valid excuse will have 5 points subtracted from the final grade
points for each session missed.

Final Grades
A total of 100% maybe earned for the above activities. Gradeswill be assigned asfollows:

90-100 A
80-89 B
70- 79 C
69- below No Pass

V1.Class Policies

1. Itisimportant for social work practitionersto be punctual in both attendance and in meeting
deadlines. Therefore, class attendance is expected, asis handing in assignments on time.
Students will lose 3 points for each day that an assignment islate. Any adjustmentsin due
dates must be discussed with the instructor at least 24 hours PRIOR to the regularly
scheduled due date.

2. Studentswho fail to attend class on aregular basis (missing more than one class without a
valid excuse, e.g., medical documentation) may receive one or more course grades lower than
their fina grade when points are total ed.

3. Socia work practitioners assume responsibility for themselves. Therefore, it is expected that
work handed in will be your own. Scholastic dishonesty, including plagiarism and cheating
during examinations, violates social work values and will result in recommendation for
dismissal from the social work program and areferral to the Dean of Student's Office.

4. Socia work practitioners are assertive and function as team members. Therefore, feedback
about the course is welcome and the course will be viewed as ajoint effort between students
and the instructor.

6. Social work practitioners respect others. Therefore, differencesin values, opinions, and
feelings of class members and guest speakers will be respected.

VII. Safety

As part of professiona socia work education, students may have assignments that involve working in
agency settings and/or the community. As such, these assignments may present some risks. Sound
choices and caution may lower risksinherent to the profession. It isthe student’s responsibility to be
aware of and adhere to policies and practices related to agency and/or community safety. Students should
also notify instructors regarding any safety concerns.

VIII. Servicesfor Studentswith Disabilities

The University of Texas at Austin provides, upon request, appropriate academic accommodations for
qualified students with disabilities. For more information, contact the Office of the Dean of Students at
471-6259; 471-4641 TTY.



COURSE SCHEDULE

DATE TOPIC ASSIGNMENT
9-1
Session 1 Introductlons
Beginning Salf-Awareness
Overview of Course and Textbooks
Course Framework
- 1] , 6,
& 15. Consult other chapters as needed for
] ) ethnic roots paper.
Session 2 Ethnic Roots
Andersen & Callins (2000).
Discussion of Racia ldentity
Development, Grief & Loss Introduction: Shifting the Center
and Reconstructlng nowIed\g)e Chap. 1
Missing Peolg_:)xean Others: |n|ng
Together to I\X)and Chap. 8: White
Pr|V|I egeand Made Pr|V|I e; Chap. 49:
tlonal Ethnicities: For Whites Only:
C ap. 67: Taking Multicultural, Antiracist
Education Serioudy
Tatum, B.D. Lﬁ 992). Talking about race,
learnin: racism: The Ilcatlon of
racid i entl development theory in the
classroom. Harvard ducatl onal eview,
Voal. 62, No. 1, pp.
Focus on Native Americans: ) McLemore & Romo (1998). pp. 45-
Ethnic Notions, Assmilation & Survival 52, Chapters 12 & 13
Andersen, & Callins (2000) Chap. 4 Angry
Women are Building: |ssues and Struggles
Facing American Indian \Women Today;
Chap.42; The First Americans, American
Indians; Chap. 50: Crimes Against
Humanity; Chap. 66: From the Ground Up
Laxson, J. E. (1991). How "we" see
"them." Tourism and Native Americans.
Annals of Tourism Research,18, 365- 391*
ETHNIC RooTs PAPER DUE
9-15 Self-Awareness Focus (continued)
Session 3 National Codition Building Institute McL emore & Romo (1998). Chapter 16.
ALL DAY (NCBI Prejudlce Reduction Training
9am.-4 p.m. Work
Utopia Theatre WaMBACH, K. & VAN Soesr, D. (1997).

Taping Assignment, Part | Due

OPPRESSION. N 1997 SUPPLEMENT
ENCY CLOPEDIA OF SOCIAL WORK, 19" ED.(FP.

243-252) WasH, D.C. NASW Press®

Pharr, S. (1988). The common elements of
oppression. In Homophobia: A Weapon of

Sexism (pp. 53-64)*



DATE

TOPIC

ASSIGNMENT

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21,

CEREMONY AT M.L. KING JR. STATUE, 6:45P.M.

SPEECH ON AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AT BATESRECITAL HALL, 7:30-9:00 P.M.
Affirmative Action: Learning from the Past to Inform the Present and Take Action

for the Future - Thomas Todd, Esg.

Bates Recital Hall

Note: Thisisarequired class session; therewill be no class session on November 3 to make up
for this class session.

9-22
Session 4

Attirmative Action
Socia Justice
Beyond the Personal

Andersen & Coallins (2000). Chap. 3:
Report from the Bahamas,

Chap. 16: The Silenced Mgjority: Why the
Average Working Person has Disappeared
from American Mediaand Culture; Intro to
Part I11, Rethinking Ingtitutions; Chap. 25:
Economic Restructuring and Systems of
Inequality; Chap. 29: Working Paoor,
Working Hard; Chap. 46: Thoughts on
Class, Race, and Prison; Chap. 45: Aid to
Dependent Corporations. Exposi nG%Federal
Handouts for the Wealthy; Chap. 69:
Having the Tools at Hand: Buildin
Successful Multicultural Social Justice
Organizations

Cross, T., Bazron, B., Dennis, K. & |saacs,

M. (1989?. Towardsaculturaly com%etent

system of care. Vol. 1. Washington, D.C.:

gm{g%own Universty Child Devel opment
enter.

Van Voorhis, r. (1998) Culturaly relevant
practice: A framework for teaching the
psychosocia dynamics of oppression.
%%Liml%l z?]; Social Work Education, 34 (1),

9-29

Session 5

Film: The Color of Fear

Discussion of Film & Readings

MclL emore & Romo (1998). Chaps.3,4, & 5

Pinderhughes, E. (1989). Ch%o. 2:
Culture, é%lé']. [nteraction & The
Human Services, Chap. 3:

Understanding Difference: Chap. 6:
Understanding Power. *

Anderson & Collins ';20_00): Chapter 5:

ppression; Chap 13: Tired of Playin
Monopoly? Chap. 43: Education and the
struggle against race, class, and %ender
inequality; Introductionto Part IV:
Analyzing socia issues; Chap. 10: Seeing
more than black and white: Latinos, racism,
and the culturd divides; Introduction to part
[1: Conceptualizing race, class, and gender;
Chap. 7: Something about the subject makes
it hard to name; Introduction to Part V:
Making a difference; Chap. 65: Boys and
girls of union summer.




DATE

TOPIC

ASSIGNMENT

IX.  Women: Intragroup Diversity and

Session 6

Frameworks of Oppression &
Empowerment

Andersen & Collins (2000).

Chap. 19: Gender through the Prism of
Difference; Chap. 20: Age, Race, Class, and
Sex: Women Redefining Difference;
Chap. 21: Understanding and Fi 8htl ng
glemsm: A_\”C]:all tlc_)t!\/len% Chap 2 étJ.A.P.-
ing: eoucsos&w oating;
Ct?gpr)). 2%: Racg Gender & %gmen'_s ork;
Chap. 31: Our Mother's Grief: Racial
Ethnic Women and the Maintenance of
Families; Chap. 32: The Diversity of
American Families, Chap. 41: If Men Could
Menstruate; Chap. 56: The Beauty Myth;;
E_hap. 68 Women of Color on thé Front
ine

Heise, L. The Global War Against
Women.*

Amott, T. L., & Matthaei, J. A. (1991).
Race, class, gender , and women’swork: A
conceptud framework. In Race, gender, &
work: A multicultural economic history of
women 1n the Unites States. (pp. 11-28). *




DATE TOPIC

ASSIGNMENT

Seésion?

ay, fan, and ran?__gen er SONS
Intragroup Diversity & Frameworks of
Oppression and Empowerment

ndersen 0 ._Chap. Z.
LaGuera; Chap.54: A New Palitics of
Sexuadlity; Chap. 55: Where has Gay
Liberation Gone? An Interview with
Barbara Smith; Chap. 57: Maiden Voyage:
Excursion into Sexuality and Identity =~
Paliticsin Asian America; Chap. 58: Getting
Off on Feminism; Chap. 60. More Power
than We Want: Masculine Sexuality and
Violence.

Pharr, S. (1988). Homophobia: A weapon
of sexism (pp.65-91)*

Bernard, D. (1992). Developing apositive
self imageina hom%phobl C environment.
InN. J. Woodman g d.), Lesbian and gay

lifestyles: A quide for counseling and
education EEp 23-32). New VorE:
[rvington Publishers.*

Chan, C. S. (1989). Issues of identity
development among Asian American
esbians and gay men. Journal of
Counseling and Development, 68, 16-20.*

Gilbert Martinez, D. & Sullivan, S. (1998).
African American gay men & leshians;
Examining the complexity of gay identity
development. Journal of Human Behavior in
the Social Environment, 1 (2/3), 243-264.%

Proctor, C. D., & Groze, V. K. (1994).
Risk factors for suicide among gay, leshian,
grclﬂ %%ud youth. Social Work; 39(5),

Akerlund, M. & Cheuneg, M. (2000).
Teaching beyond the deficit model: Gay &
lesbian iSsues among African American
Latinos, and Asian Americans. Journal o
Social Work Education, 36 (2), 279-292.

10-20 People with Disabilities: Intr
Session 8 Diversity & Frameworks of
And Empowerment

Mendelsohn, S. (1992)|; Silence on the
Q%Igrglgtrlc holocaust. The Disahility Rag,

Condduci, A. (1991). Independence: The
route to community. Winter Park, FL:
PMD Publishers Group. [Chap. 1,
Disempowered].*

Rounds, K. A., Well, M., & Bishop, K. K.
41994). Practice with culturaly diverse
amilies of young children with disabilities.

Familiesin Society: The Journal of
Contemp Human %w ces/5(1), 3-15.*
Schiffer, R. B. (June 30, 1999). Lifting the

stigma of mentad illness. Austin American
Statesman, A11 *
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TOPIC

ASSIGNMENT

10-27
Session 9

Student Group Presentation:
Blacks/African Americans: Intragroup
Diversity and Frameworks of
Oppression and Empowerment

McL emore & Romo (1998). Pages 53-
57 and Chapters 10 & 11

Andersen, & Callins (72000) Cha{). 12:
Race Matters, Chap. 17: The Pllgh of the
Black Male; Chap. 18: Movm%_ _?Wlth Kin
and Community: Upward Mobili Q/ for
Black and White Women; Chap 33:
Countering the Conspiracy to Ignore Black
Girls; Chap. 61: The Police and the Black
Male; Chap. 64: Codlition Palitics: Turning
the Century.

Brinson, J. A. 1994?. The incarceration of
Black males. Unsettled questions. Journal
of Offender Rehabilitation, 19(4), 85-95.%

Williams, S. E., & Wright, D. F, (1992).
Empowerment: The strengths of Black
familiesrevisited. Journal of Multicultural
Social Work, 2(4), 23-36.F

11-3

No CLASSTODAY

11-10
Session 10

Student Group Presentation: _
Hispanics/Latinos/Mexican Americans.
Intragroup Diversity and the Frameworks
of Oppression and Empowerment

McL emore & Romo (1998). Chaps. 8 & 9

Andersen & Collins ﬁ_OOO). Chap. 28: The

atino Population: The Importance of
Economic Restructuring; Chap. 38: The,
Myth of the Latin Woman: | just met agirl
named Maria; Chap. 48: Black Hispanics:
the Ties that Bind.

Castex, G. M. (1994). Providi n%rseryices
to Hispanic/Latino populations. Profilesin
diversity. Social Work, 39(3), 288-296.*

Montalvo, F. F.. (1997). Chasing myth and
taboos about race and Latinos. Socia
Perspectives 1(1), 87-105.



DATE

TOPIC

ASSIGNMENT

11-17
Session 11

Student Group Presentation:
Asian Americans. Intragroup
Diversity and Frameworks of
Oppression and Empowerment

McL emore & Romo (19982. p;;.ll?-
125, pp. 387-395 and Chapter

Andersen & Collins CEZOOO). Chap. 6: A
ifferent Mirror; Chap. 27: The Gap
Between Striving and Achieving: The Case

of Asian American Women; Chap. 35:
Migration and Vietnamese American
Women: Remaking Ethnicity; Chap. 51:
Y ou're Short, Besides; Chap, 62: Korean
Americansvs. African Americans

U. S. Commission of Civil Rights. (1992).
Introduction. 1n Civil rl%htsssuesfa(:l ng
Asian Americansin the 1990s (pp. 1-21).
Washington, DC: Author.*

Fong, R., & Mokuau, (1994). Not simply
"Adan Americans': Periodicd literature
review on Asians and Pacific Ilanders.
Socia Work, 39 (3), 298-307.*

Matsuoka, J. K. (1990). Differentid
acculturation among Vietnamese refugees.
Social Work, 35 (4), 341-345.*

Kim, Y. & Grant, D. |%1997). Immigration
patterns, social support, and adaptation
among Korean immigrant women and
Korean American women. Cultural

Diversi%g and Mental Health, VoI, 3, No. 4,

11-24

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

12-1
Session 12

Religion: Frameworks of
Oppression & Empowerment

Immersion Assignment due

Johnston, L. (1998). Christianity and
socia work; Readings on the integration of
Christian faith and social work practice.
Beryl Hugen (Ed). North American Assoc.
of Chrigtiansin Social Work, Botsford, CT.
[Chap. 6, Diversity: An examination of the
church and socia 'work] *

Sermabeikian, P. (1994). Our clients,
ourselves. The spiritua "perspectives and
i%% al*work practice. Social Work, 39, 178-
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12-8 Self-analysis ) _
Session 13 Implications for Social Work Practice

Discussion of Taping Project
Summary and Course Evaluation
Taping Project Part |1 due

* [tems are included in the course supplement and will also be made available in the LRC.
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