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The four papers in this session illustrate 
the different ways that sustainability can 
be integrated into the academic and 
research environment at our institution; 
developing structures and processes 
that enhance the residential experience, 
linking the classroom experience to 
the challenges of urban growth as well 
as the evaluation and the success of 
environmental service projects and 
examining the impacts specific design 
and operational considerations in 
laboratory fresh-air ventilation.

The paper by Hunter Mangrum describes 
the Division of Housing and Food 
Service, UT Austin Green Corps, a “farm 
to market” program which provides 
students not only the opportunity to 
learn how to grow, harvest and prepare 
food but also to teach others those 
same skills.  The program also seeks 
to bring the concepts associated with 
sustainability into the larger context of 
the social environment.

The Center for Sustainable Development 
and the new developed Texas CityLab 
provides an experiential learning 
program that focuses on organizing 
existing course material to address 
the challenges faced by the urban 
environment.  The process will focus 
on collaboration and interdisciplinary 
communication to develop positive 
outcomes for smaller jurisdictions.   
The initial effort will utilize the UT 
Austin community as a surrogate for 
a collaborating city and will address 
five project areas; bridging the existing 
energy and water conservation 
program with academics, identify the 
value proposition associated with 
sustainability, moving the campus 
forward to zero waste, wildlife and 
biodiversity and Waller Creek.

One of the challenges associated with 
sustainability programs is that it is often 
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difficult to assess the effectiveness in 
delivering an outcome.  Another is 
successfully linking academic activities 
to sustainability programs.  Both of 
these challenges are addressed in Karen 
Blaney’s paper, “Auditing the UT Austin 
Green Fee Program.”  A fall 2013 class in 
Management Auditing and Controls was 
engaged to assess the programmatic 
infrastructure of the Green Fee.  Their 
effort focused on how well the Green Fee 
Program met the language in the Green 
Fee referendum, the supporting state 
legislation and the UT Austin System 
Board of Regents documents. 

The laboratory research environment 
at UT Austin poses a number of 
sustainability challenges, one of which 
is ensuring the safety of building 
occupants by providing sufficient levels 
of ventilation, a very costly proposition.  
The paper by Josh Aldred, Richard 
Corsi, and Atila Novaselac describes 
a research project, funded by the UT 
Austin Green Fee designed to estimate 
potential energy savings due to reduced 
ventilation rates and additional carbon 
filtration.  The research was focused on 
the Biomedical Engineering Building and 
indicated that this may be a strategy that 
should be considered in the design of 
new buildings. 


