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The BEEVO Beekeeping Society is an 
organization created and managed by 
students that is funded by the Green Fee. 
Our goal is to engage students, faculty, 
and the Austin community in urban 
beekeeping, in an effort toward creating 
sustainable pollinator populations. 
BEEVO has had two successful semesters 
since the society was created, a location 
for the first hive was chosen and 
landscaped, and the first ever beehive 
was built on campus.

 There is a critical problem sweeping bee 
colonies across the world, commonly 
known as colony collapse disorder 
(CCD). CCD is defined as a dead colony 
lacking in adult bees and/or containing 
dead bee bodies, but a live queen, 
honey, and immature bees still present 
. Combatting this problem was the 
reason for the green initiative proposal 
attending to urban beekeeping. Viruses, 
parasites, pests, exposure to lethal 
pesticides, limited access to water, and 
lack of availability to pollen all contribute 
to a fate of CCD in bee colonies. The 
widespread effects of CCD include 

the decreased economic stability of 
commercial beekeeping and threats to 
modern agriculture. Bee pollination is 
responsible for more than $15 billion 
in increased crop value every year, 
and specialty crops such as almonds 
rely exclusively on bee pollination for 
survival1. Commercial beekeeping 
has been significantly impacted by 
CCD, as the number of bee colonies 
has decreased by half since the 1940s.1 
This decrease contrasts with our ever-
growing population and increased need 
for crops. It is essential that we discover 
the exact causes of CCD and how to 
remedy them. Urban beekeeping not 
only allows studies of hive colonies, 
but encourages peaceful coexistence 
with bees as populations increasingly 
encroach on their natural habitat. We 
hope to expand the numbers of colonies 
within these urban settings so that 
individuals become comfortable with 
the presence of bees, and informed on 
the issues surrounding these creatures. 
Often, due to social misunderstandings 
about bees, individuals will find a hive 
near their home and kill the colony 
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that inhabits it. Urban beekeeping 
is not a viable option for everyone, 
however people can support pollinator 
populations by relocating unwanted 
beehives instead of killing the bees, 
reducing use of pesticides (especially 
those newly labeled as dangerous to 
pollinator populations), and striving 
to understand these creatures and 
their needs instead of accepting social 
stigmas.2

Fortunately, common beekeepers are 
receiving increasing support from 
governmental agencies. Currently, 
the EPA is taking action to protect 
pollinators, specifically from pesticide 
exposure. A recent proposal prohibits 
the use of highly toxic pesticides, 
especially neonicotinoid pesticides, 

while crops are in bloom and when bees 
are under contract for pollination.3  In 
2013, the EPA changed requirements 
for labeling concerning pesticides in the 
neonicotinoid family, and suspended 
approval of new pesticides in this family 
until we know more about pollinator 
risks.4

They are also providing guidance to 
regional inspectors regarding pesticide 
related bee deaths.3 Our pollinators 
are receiving attention, but chemical 
stresses aren’t the only things affecting 
our hives. It will take a multitude of 
varied solutions to protect the bees.

Initially, urban beekeeping is often 
approached with skepticism regarding 
the benefits. In reality, beekeeping is 
mutually advantageous for humans and 

bees. Most urban beehives are kept on 
rooftops or in gardens, where there is 
limited human traffic. The availability 
of nectar and pollen from locations 
such as these is an advantage to bees, 
which need to be within one mile of 
pollen and have access to a source of 
water.5 Nearby gardens flourish with 
the close proximity of bee populations, 
and honey productivity in urban 
hives is often higher due to decreased 
environmental and chemical stress. 
Urban beekeeping goes hand in hand 
with the local food movement that is 
exceptionally popular in the Austin 
area. Small, local farms benefit from the 
proximity of pollinators in their area, 
which increases output and contributes 
to the local restaurant economy. Without 
the honeybee colonies surrounding our 
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Figure 1. The first ever beehive built on campus. Photograph Credit: Austin Bees.
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the first beehive on campus. It is kept 
locked for safety reasons, but students 
and faculty who wish to be involved and 
learn about the bees are encouraged to 
attend meetings and workdays, which 
are advertised through the internet and 
social media. The BEEVO Beekeeping 
Society meets once a month, with 
meeting agendas including either 
maintenance and landscaping near 
the hive, viewing of documentaries on 
the topic of pollinators,  or listening 
to presentations about bees and their 
keeping. Having an organization that 
cultivates and maintains interest in the 
art of beekeeping allows us to challenge 
the stigma of honeybees and spread 
awareness of their importance in our 
world. 

The future of this organization is 
extremely promising, as we hope to 
add hives to our existing garden and 
other areas of main campus, as well as 
installing hives on the Pickle Research 
Campus. Additionally, we plan to begin 
cultivation of honey from the hives, to 
the extent possible without disrupting 
the health and comfort of the colony. 
With the help and support of the 
Beekeeping Advisory Board consisting 
of UT Austin faculty and staff, the Austin 
Bees organization, and our growing 
group of passionate students, The BEEVO 
Beekeeping Society will expand the 
reach of our program and continue to 
educate and inspire others about urban 
beekeeping.

urban landscape we would not have the 
local food crop that we now appreciate 
and enjoy here in Austin. If we are able 
to sustain the bee populations across the 
world, we can in turn sustain our way of 
life.

Another source of skepticism around 
urban beekeeping is the issue of safety.  
Personal and hive safety is important 
for the health of an urban colony, 
especially in hives such as BEEVO’s that 
are located in a heavily populated area 
with newly trained beekeepers. We are 
fortunate to be partnered with Austin 
Bees, an organization dedicated to 
beehive removal and relocation. They 
have assisted with registering our hive 
and installing it on campus. Additionally, 
this organization is instructing our 
bee club members in beehive care. 
Installation of a new hive requires 
differing prerequisites depending upon 
the location, but in general a few things 
are required: apiary registration through 
the local government, compliance with 
any and all zoning limitations (distance 

from fence lines/neighbors, etc.), and 
notification of neighbors in suburban 
areas.5 With regard to personal safety, 
it is often up to beekeeper discretion. If 
a docile hive is approached calmly and 
deliberately, long pants and sleeves 
may suffice as protection from stings. 
Alternatively, full protective suits and 
jackets may be worn. At this time, BEEVO 
owns one bee jacket, one full suit, and 
one helmet with a veil in order to keep 
our beekeepers safe and comfortable 
out near the hive. There are also leather 
gloves available for landscaping and 
tending to the hive. Additionally, we 
have purchased a smoker that serves 
to calm the bees when their hive is 
interrupted, and a hive tool to pry apart 
the frames of the hive and scrape away 
wax. It is important for beekeepers to 
avoid strong smelling perfumes, lotions, 
and colognes when working around the 
hive so that their odors do not attract 
curious bees.6

Currently, a fenced garden area near 
Dean Keeton and Speedway houses 
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Figure 2. Our club logo, designed by Seton Uhlhorn. 
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Figure 3. An example of urban beehives located on a city rooftop. Photograph Credit: thebussaboutbees.com. 67


